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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH LABMIN GAUTAMA FONSECA 

1. DURING DECEMBER 18 MEETING WITH MINLAB GAUTAMA FONSECA, 

THE MINISTER SEEMED TO HAVE A LESS THAN OPTIMISTIC VIEW 

OF THE ABILITY OF GOH TO PROCESS ANY AGRARIAN REFORM LAW 
IN TIME FOR ANNOUNCEMENT BY GENERAL LOPEZ AT FORTHCOMING 
RALLY IN SAN PEDRO SULA DECEMBER 22. HE SEEMED LESS 
INFORMED THAN FINMIN ACOSTA (SEE SEPTEL) REGARDING THE 
TIMING OF THE MATTER. HE ALSO REFERRED TO VARIOUS OTHER 
PROJECTS TAKING PLACE IN THE NEAR FUTURE WITH THE CAVEAT 
"IF I AM STILL MINISTER BY THEN." 

2. FONSECA HAS JUST UNDERGONE EXTENSIVE DIAGNOSTIC 
CHECK-UPS IN GUATEMALA. HE SAID MEDICS SUSPECT LIVER 
AILMENT. IF VERIFIED, HE WILL TRAVEL TO HOUSTON FOR 
HOSPITALIZATION SOON. 

SANCHEZ 
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